Josephus Life (Excerpts)

23. At this time it was that two great men, who were under the jurisdiction of the king
[Agrippa] came to me out of the region of Trachonius, bringing their horses and their
arms, and carrying with them their money also; and when the Jews would force them to
be circumcised, if they would stay among them, | would not permit them to have any
force put upon them, 11 but said to them, "Every one ought to worship God according to
his own inclinations, and not to be constrained by force; and that these men, who had
fled to us for protection, ought not to be so treated as to repent of their coming hither."
And when | had pacified the multitude, I provided for the men that were come to us
whatsoever it was they wanted, according to their usual way of living, and that in great
plenty also.

65. And now | am come to this part of my narration, | have a mind to say a few things to
Justus, who hath himself written a history concerning these affairs, as also to others who
profess to write history, but have little regard to truth, and are not afraid, either out of illwill
or good-will to some persons, to relate falsehoods. These men do like those who

compose forged deeds and conveyances; and because they are not brought to the like
punishment with them, they have no regard to truth. When, therefore, Justus undertook

to write about these facts, and about the Jewish war, that he might appear to have been

an industrious man, he falsified in what he related about me, and could not speak truth

even about his own country; whence it is that, being belied by him, I am under a

necessity to make my defense; and so I shall say what | have concealed till now.

But if thou art so hardy as to affirm, that thou hast written that history better

than all the rest, why didst thou not publish thy history while the emperors Vespasian
and Titus, the generals in that war, as well as king Agrippa and his family, who were
men very well skilled in the learning of the Greeks, were all alive? for thou hast had it
written these twenty years, and then mightest thou have had the testimony of thy
accuracy. But now when these men are no longer with us, and thou thinkest thou canst
not be contradicted, thou venturest to publish it. But then | was not in like manner afraid
of my own writing, but I offered my books to the emperors themselves, when the facts
were almost under men's eyes; for | was conscious to myself, that | had observed the
truth of the facts; and as | expected to have their attestation to them, so | was not
deceived in such expectation. Moreover, | immediately presented my history to many
other persons, some of whom were concerned in the war, as was king Agrippa and some
of his kindred. Now the emperor Titus was so desirous that the knowledge of these
affairs should be taken from these books alone, that he subscribed his own hand to them,
and ordered that they should be published; and for king Agrippa, he wrote me sixty-two
letters, and attested to the truth of what | had therein delivered; two of which letters |
have here subjoined, and thou mayst thereby know their contents:— "King Agrippa to
Josephus, however, when thou comest to me, | will inform thee of a great many things
which thou dost not know." So when this history was perfected, Agrippa, neither by way
of flattery, which was not agreeable to him, nor by way of irony, as thou wilt say, [for he
was entirely a stranger to such an evil disposition of mind,] but he wrote this by way of
attestation to what was true, as all that read histories may do. And so much shall be said
concerning Justus 24 which | am obliged to add by way of digression.



